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100 years of STELA
Dear Sir / Madam,

100 years of STELA! We are proud to have reached this
grand old age.

A lot happens in 100 years. If we look back just once to
what has changed in the last 10 years — 10 years ago
we were all together at the Massing site — then you can
imagine how massive a task it will be to ponder over the
last 100 years.

But let's take it one step at a time.
How did it all begin?

In 1922, the foundation stone of our successful company
was laid. The local farms had no running water and
needed to draw water from wells using hand pumps. With
the idea of automating this, Stefan Laxhuber founded the
company together with his friend. This gave birth to the
wind well. Renewable energy at a time when no one knew
what the word actually meant. Sustainability is inscribed in
our genes.

Agricultural technology quickly became Stefan Laxhuber’s
field of activity. Sale and servicing of agricultural machinery
— all this helped our company to grow slowly but steadily.

As the second generation came on board the company,
the era of drying systems began. In the mid-1960s, not
only was the “STELA” logo born, but the first dryer was
also developed.

This business line also grew by leaps and bounds. And the
demands on the control systems became more and more
complex. This is how STELA electrical control came into
being in 1982. That's 40 years ago today.

A perfect way to round off the portfolio. STELA could now
manage everything in-house — from the first customer

contact to commissioning. A company philosophy to which
we have remained true to this day.

STELA has been a family-run business for a century — now
in its third generation. Far away from corporate structures,
well thought-out decisions are made with foresight — for
our environment, our customers and suppliers, for the
entire STELA team.

This work ethic aimed at continuous improvement allows
us to grow consistently. With a focus on education and
training, we offer our employees every opportunity to
contribute their expertise and creativity to further develop
our products. By training our own specialists, we have
been able to carry out research and develop our products
more easily, and this has allowed STELA to grow into one
of the world’s leading manufacturers of drying systems.

STELA stands for innovation and efficiency; we conduct
research every day to further develop our systems and
make them more resource-efficient. Since 2020, STELA
has also been a climate-neutral company — because we
live responsibility.

The values that STELA represented 100 years ago when
it was founded are more relevant today than ever. We
have always trusted in this concept and can now start into
the second century of the company’s history. Our sincere
thanks go to our employees, who work tirelessly every day
for the benefit of all.

Let’s look forward together to another
100 years of STELA!

Your Family, Laxhuber



Let's take a look at the his-
tory to see the background
of our company.
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Stefan Laxhuber established a small garage workshop in
the center of Massing. Since the water and electricity supply
of the farms was poorly and a simple hand pump at the well
was state of the art, Stefan Laxhuber started building wind
wells shortly after.

1922
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The small company specializes in agricultural machinery, the picture displaying the using a binding mower.

1926



ACKERLUFT
Der neve 38 PS Ackerlufi-Bulldog BuuDOG
zum Einsatz auf Acker und Strafle  1r ¢ GENGEN

Later on, the company turned towards trading of agricultural
machinery. Stefan Laxhuber was one of the pioneers of the
new harvesting technology. already in 1937, he was able to
deliver the first Claas combine harvester.
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GLANS-SUPER-ALTOMATIE -5-

The company celebrates it's
40th anniversary.

It also delivers it's 250th
combine harvester.




Initialized by the owner’s son, Stefan Laxhuber, the first drying plant was built, a feed-and-turn-dryer for corn. From this
point forward, the slow but continuous changeover begins from trade to the manufacturing of the company’s own products.
The second generation of the company started with the construction of the first dryer.

1967



On the 50th anniversary of the company, the founder Stefan Laxhuber hands over the company to his son. Delivery of the
500th Claas combine harvester. In the following years, there are many changes and improvements in drying technology.
The plants become larger and more powerful.

1972



With the construction of the first belt drying plant for food, a new branch next to agriculture can be established.

1975
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An independent company is founded for switchboards, which were previously purchased from a third-party company. This
represents a further important step towards improving efficiency and service. The increasingly complex regulations and
requirements for the control technology of the plants can now be served firsthand with full know-how.

The age of computers is finding it's way into dryer production. Designs are made with CAD and manufactured on CNC
machines.

1982 ersirs1 clectrical control
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The company celebrates its 75th anniversary. More than 2,000 drying plants are now in operation worldwide.
The opening to the East provides new sales opportunities for the future. Laxhuber is now the leading European
manufacturer of belt dryers for food and industry.

1997



The third generation starts in 2002 with the construction of the first low-temperature dryer. This is the beginning of the
success story that leads to market leadership in drying systems in pellet production.

2002



Construction of the first corn drying plant with wood chip firing.

2004



- - =
= e
: - e g e (0 = =
e =T
- - - — e ¥ -
e o = i T i
e B D

Development of drying plants for waste heat utilization from biogas plants. Belt dryers are used, which can dry the
fermentation residues using the waste heat from the biogas plant.

2005



The 1000th feed-and-turn-dryer is delivered. This type of dryer has been the standard for more than 40 years.

20038



The largest STELA low-temperature belt dryer for sawdust so far is delivered to New Zealand.

2009
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40 million tons of grain per year are now dried on STELA drying plants all over the world.

2010



To increase fuel efficiency, bark drying, among other things, becomes more and more important.

2011




More than 3,500 drying plants have already been realized over the past 45 years. The largest belt dryer with a total length
of approx. 70 meters is delivered to Chile. As one of the world's largest cellulose producers, the low-temperature belt dryer
is used for biomass pre-drying.

2012



Our team in 2012 — Given the experiences of the last years stela is looking into future with full confidence.
The entire know-how will continue to be used in the development of modern drying systems for a wide variety of products:
starting from agriculture to nutrition science, energy technology and waste disposal technology.

2012




Together with our partner Haus from Istanbul in Izmir / Turkey stela implements, in their own words, “one of the largest
sewage sludge drying projects in the world”.

2013




Drying strands for OSB plant with belt dryer — In Coniolo, Italy
I-PAN builds a new OSB plant — stela supplies the drying system!

The first agricultural drying plant with patented Biturbo technology
is commissioned.

2013




Passing down to the third generation. Stefan Laxhuber proudly hands over the company to his son Thomas Laxhuber.

2014



Our Team in 2014.

2014



.Let's get down to business!“ - on 02.02.2015 at 2 p.m. Managing Director Thomas Laxhuber gave the signal at the
groundbreaking ceremony for the construction of the new building of the company Stela Laxhuber GmbH in the industrial
park Morolding.

Completion is scheduled for the end of February 2016.

2015



After 16 months of construction, the company
relocates to the new production and
administration building in Morolding / Massing.
There’s space for 140 employees, incl. 26
trainees, across 67,000 m2.

2016




On 19.10.2017, the company Stela Laxhuber GmbH, represented by senior manager Thea Laxhuber, managing director
Rainer Hettwer and office manager Martina Snape was allowed to receive the award ,Top Company Lower Bavaria“ in
the category , Training*.

2017



A new development in technology for low-temperature belt dryers. The patented RecuDry system makes conventional
drying technology even mor efficient. This makes energy savings of up to 35 — 55 % possible for new and existing systems.

2017




On 08.11.2018 already for the second time in a row, stela Laxhuber GmbH is honoured as Top Company in Lower Bavaria.
They are particularly commended for their work in training young people.

20138




Stela realizes the largest belt dryer so far in Brazil with a width of 8.5 meters and a throughput of 100T
wet material per hour.

2021



In 2022, stela Laxhuber GmbH was finally
awarded the Bavarian Medium-Sized Business
Prize.

2022



stela Laxhuber GmbH
Laxhuberplatz 1 / D - 84323 Massing
Tel +49 8724 899-0 / E-mail: event@stela.de / www.stela.de
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